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fAt A Glance
You will “fall” in love with how easy it is with electric 

grills — no heavy LP tank to refi ll or charcoal bags to lug 
around. Just plug it in and turn the dial. Choose from two 
tabletop models and one cart grill. See our lobby display 
or website. Prices range from $63 to $163. 

Grill died this year? 
Switch to an electric 
grill! It’s a thrill & so 
easy! 3 models exist

October is Cooperative Month!
You are a member-owner! Review  7 co-op principles

ComMMunity
IndepEEndence

DeMMocratic
MemBBership

EEducation
CoopeRRation

Economic  SS
1. Concern for community 

While focusing on member needs, cooperatives work for 
the sustainable development of their communities.
2. Autonomy & independence

 Cooperatives are self-help organizations controlled by 
their members. If they enter into agreements with other 
organizations, they retain their democratic control.
3. Democratic-member control

Co-ops are controlled by their members, who set the 
policies and make decisions. Elected representatives are 
accountable to the members, who have equal voting rights.
4. Voluntary and open membership

Co-ops are open to all who are able to use their services 
and willing to accept the responsibilities of membership.

5. Education, training and information
Co-ops provide education and training for members, 

elected representatives, managers and employees so they 
can contribute to the development of their co-ops. They 
inform the public, particularly young people and opinion 
leaders, about the nature and benefi ts of cooperation.
6. Cooperation among cooperatives.

Cooperatives serve their members by working together 
locally, nationally, regionally and internationally. 
7. Member-economic participation

Members contribute equitably to, and democratically 
control, the capital of their cooperative. They allocate sur-
pluses to develop the co-op and benefi t in proportion to 
their transactions with the co-op. 
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Energy Wise

Home heating can make up 40 
percent of your home’s energy bill. 
That is why it is important to install 
an efficient system. The up-front 
cost might be more in the short-term, 
but the payback makes it worth it in 
the long run. These heating season 
energy-saving tips will help with your 
“home-work” number crunching!
1. Pumped about heat pumps!

A heat pump provides multiple 
benefi ts in one heating and cooling 
system. It can provide cooling at twice 
the effi  ciency of common window unit 
air conditioners and can save between 
30 percent and 55 percent on heating 
costs compared to other electric and 
propane heating types. This provides 
better energy savings, more comfort 
and lower carbon emissions.

Heat pumps pull heat from outside, 
either in the air or from the ground, and 
bring it into your home (they can also 
reverse the process in the summer to 
cool your home). Since they transfer 
heat, rather than create it with fuel, 
they are the most efficient heating 
systems. Air source heat pumps (about 
200 percent effi  ciency) work best down 
to a certain air temperature and must 
be backed up by another source. 
Ground source heat pumps (400 
percent effi  cient) do not need back up. 
Cold climate heat pumps (up to 300 
percent effi  cient) are also becoming 
more common. Finally, ductless heat 
pumps do not require duct work. Visit 
with your electric co-op’s energy expert 
on heat pumps and our co-op rebates.

An old furnace (65 to 95 percent 
effi  cient) may be costing you more than 

it is worth. If you have an old furnace, 
especially a fuel oil one, it is probably 
time to invest in a more modern, 
effi  cient heating system.  
2. Don’t pass on these fi lter facts

Regardless of what type of heating 
system you use, it’s likely that the home 
heating system has some kind of fi lter. 
Failing to change these fi lters on time 
can cause your system to work harder, 
which increases your heating bill and 
slashes effi  ciency. Plus, a dirty fi lter 
can release nasty allergens and dust 
particles into the air. Change your fi lter 

Bundle up your home for the heating 
season! Here’s your fall homework

in the manufacturer-recommended 
time frame to avoid these issues.
3. Floored by other heat options

In-floor heating systems are an 
excellent way to keep your home,  shop 
or garage warm. This type of heat has 
tubing or electric cables in the fl oor 
that provide radiant heat.
4. Stoking the stove for heat

Woodstoves are cozy and are good 
for zone heating. They become a 
bit less attractive if you don’t have 
ductwork to move the heat throughout 

How can you provide energy-effi cient 
heating and cooling in a room or area 
without duct work? The answer to 
this word problem is a ductless heat 
pump, as pictured.

— Continued on Page 6
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Safety

Watt’s New

Save on elbow grease with Spin Scrubber
Most people don’t like to clean. 

The easier and more effi  ciently that 
cleaning can be done is a winning 
game plan!

The Spin Scrubber takes some of the 
work out of housework, especially in 
the bathroom. Blast through soap scum 
and grime for a sparkly clean with the 
Spin Scrubber. The motorized scrub 
brush does the hard work for you, as 
it scrubs away soap scum, calcium 
deposits, water stains, built-up grime 
and more.

Eliminate tired arms. The Spin 
Scrub spins at 300 revolutions per 
minute to do the work for you. Plus, 
diff erent jobs require diff erent brushes. 
The Spin Scrubber includes three 
interchangeable brush heads. 

• Use the dome brush for your overall 
general cleaning, from scrubbing sinks 
to cleaning shower fi xtures. 

• A large fl at brush can clean fl oors, 
walls and even outdoor yard furniture.

• The corner brush works great for 
buildup in places like shower door 
frames or on grout. 

A 44-inch extension rod also elimi-
nates the need to bend over, which 
prevents sore backs and knees.

Charge the Spin Scrubber for 20 
hours after you remove it from the box. 
Subsequent charges will only take up 
to eight hours. A red indicator light lets 
you know the unit is charging. The light 
won’t change color or turn off  when 
charging is complete. It will clean for 
about 60 minutes.

The Spin Scrubber is about 20 inches 
long and weighs three pounds. Add it 
to Santa’s holiday shopping list! The 
Spin Scrubber costs approximately $40 
and is available in stores or online. 

Power up your cleaning with the 
Spin Scrubber. It is cordless 
featuring three differ-
ent heads with re-
chargeable power 
supply making 
cleaning a 
breeze.

Harvest crops...not poles
“The sun was in my eyes...”
“I didn’t see the pole’s guy wire...”
“The hired hand wasn’t paying attention...”
Your electric cooperative has heard all sorts 

of excuses. Yet, there’s no excuse for not taking 
the time to be safe during harvest. We want 
our farmers to go home to their families each 
and every night. 

• Go slower as you take that fi rst pass around 
the fi eld with larger equipment. 

• Look up as you move larger fi eld equipment 
around the yard or as you enter or exit a fi eld. 

• Use a spotter to help you watch out for 
a pole, guy wire or green transformer box, 
especially if you are backing up. 

• Don’t “race” against Mother Nature when 
safety should come fi rst.

If you damage the cooperative’s poles or 
equipment, you will be paying for the pole 
damage or replacement. Don’t pay for it with 
your life, risking electrical shock injuries or 
death. A pole like this costs $1,000 to $2,000 
for the line crews’s labor, possibly overtime,  
and materials. 

Harvest safely each and every day! 
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Dual heat system ready?
Do you have electric heat with a 

backup fossil fuel heating system 
where you have a second meter 
with a discounted rate for the 
electric heat? Make sure both 
heating systems are ready for fall! 
Make sure your LP tank is fi lled 
too. If your backup heating system 
no longer works, let us know if 
you need to be removed from the 
program so you don’t sit in the 
cold on a -20 degree control day.
Shine on! LED bulb for shop

Now that darkness 
arrives earlier, light up 
your shop, machine 
shed or garage with a 
22-watt LED bulb from 
Federated for $42.22. 
The rebate and tax are 

included. This replaces a 150-watt 
incandescent bulb. Save energy 
and avoid a tripping hazard due 
to poor lighting conditions. These 
bulbs are in stock and available 
from our lobby.
Even Pay amounts adjusted

Federated members on the Even 
Pay program will see adjustments 
to their Even Pay amounts. Every 
six months Federated reviews the  
average payment to make sure it is 
keeping up with the actual usage. 
If there’s a credit, the amount is 
adjusted down; if there’s a defi cit, 
the average amount is increased. 
The weather often impacts electric-
ity use and the last six months had 
more cooling degree days than 
the same period in 2020.
Mobile app upgrades coming!

Later this fall an 
upgrade will occur to 
the Federated mobile 
app. Current mobile 

app users will be contacted about 
the transition details. 

 

Federated
Focus

Loosbrock contractor works on new 
& replacement underground cable

This fall 15 miles underground cable will be installed by Sioux Valley and just 
northeast of Lakefi eld to replace susceptible-ice storm damaged lines using Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and state mitigation funding; this project totals 
$915,000. In addition, this contractor will also install 2.5 miles of underground to 
connect the city of Sherburn to Federated’s rural lines as an emergency back-
feed that goes along with the new substation planned for 2022; this project totals 
$261,000. 

See the light for energy savings. Retrofi t your hog barn, machine shed, shop, 
business or parking lot with LED lights. Federated provides rebates for retrofi t 
lighting projects to offset the purchase price. LED lights will reduce your electric 
bill and often provides better lighting too! Find the rebate form on our website 
www.federatedrea.coop. Federated also needs a copy of the electrician’s invoice/
bulb receipt. Otherwise, call and talk to Federated’s energy expert at 507-847-3520 
or 1-800-321-3520. 

2021 rebate funds available yet for your 
retrofi t LED lighting-effi ciency projects
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Federated assists 2 local county fair 
boards with double matching funds 

Federated Rural Electric, Jackson, 
recently presented a donation totaling 
$7,500 to both the Jackson County 
Fair Board and the Martin County 
Fair Board. 

Federated took advantage of match-
ing funds from two organizations to triple 
the impact. “Federated donated $2,500, 
then secured matching funds from 
CoBank’s Sharing Success Program 
and Basin Electric Cooperative,” stated 
Federated’s General Manager Scott 
Reimer. “Cooperatives are concerned 
about their local communities; we saw 
this as a way to help each organization 
with improvements and maintenance 
at their county fairgrounds. The Covid 
pandemic impacted fairs as they were 
either downsized or cancelled, yet 
aging buildings still require ongoing 
maintenance or improvements. We also 
appreciated using the fair grounds for 
our pandemic drive-in annual meetings 
and wanted to return a favor.”

CoBank is one entity that provides 
Federated long-term financing for 
line construction projects, while Basin 
Electric is one of Federated’s wholesale 
power providers.

The Jackson County Fairgrounds 
will use the funding for building 
maintenance. “Olson Pavilion needs 
new skirting around the base of the 
building to keep rodents and water 
out, as the wood is deteriorating,” said 
Terri Bargfrede, Jackson County Fair 
Board treasurer. “New large doors 
on this building are on the wish list 
too. We appreciate this support from 
Federated!”

The Martin County Fair has one 
main goal for the funding.  According 
to the Fair Board President Robbin 
Celander, “We want to upgrade the 
outdoor lighting by the horse barn to 
LEDs, along with adding LED lighting 
in some of the darker areas of the 
fairgrounds. This will improve safety 
and security for our fairgoers. Thank 
you Federated!”    

Martin County Federated Directors (back row) Scott Thiesse, Bruce Brockmann, 
David Meschke and Jon Saxen presented the $7,500 donation to the Martin County 
Fair’s Vice President Steve Pomerenke, Secretary Lisa Stromberg and President 
Robbin Celander.

Federated Board President David A. Hanson (right), presented the $7,500 to Jack-
son County Fair Board Director Dave Maschoff and Treasurer Terri Bargfrede. 
The donation goes toward replacing the deteriorating wood skirting on the Olson 
Pavilion with metal skirting.

Cut the cord on your landline? 
Update your cell phone 
number(s) with us and your 
e-mail too. Call us during 
business hours or e-mail us 
billing@federatedrea.coop.
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Minnesota’s Cold Weather Rule 
does not can. 

Update your life-support 
member listing with us

For family members or friends with a 
medical condition electricity is a lifeline 
for their medical equipment.

Your local electric cooperative likes to 
know about any members who are on 
life-support equipment, such as:

• Oxygen concentrators
• Respirators • Home dialysis or 
• Other life-threatening conditions.
Plus, tell us if the medical equipment 

has battery backup or a generator 
backup.

Your electric cooperative maintains 
this list for two reasons. First, in case of a planned outage where crews will 
work on the lines, the co-op tries to inform these members before the outage. 
Secondly, during an unplanned outage, priority is given to restore power to 
these members with such medical equipment. 

If you haven’t notifi ed your local electric cooperative, please complete this 
coupon and return it to us with your next bill payment. Otherwise, e-mail, fax 
or mail the information right away. In addition, if the person with the medical 
condition moved off  the co-op’s system, no longer needs life support or passed 
away, please inform your co-op so our list stays current. Mail us the coupon or 
send us an e-mail. 

____Yes, I’m on life support equipment OR
____Please remove _____________________ from the co-op’s 
life support list

Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
City/state/zip ___________________________
Phone number __________________________
Your account number (found on electric bill) ____________________________
Type of life support equipment or medical condition: _______________
_________________________________________________________
Battery backup? ____ Yes  ____ No 
If yes, how long do the batteries last? ________. 

Is there a generator onsite for backup electricity?   ____ Yes  ____ No

Return this coupon with your next bill payment. Otherwise, e-mail 
or fax! Thanks! (10/2021)

Place me on co-op’s medical list

your home. They are also messy. Pellet 
or corn stoves are also good, but the 
cost can add up for fuel.
5. Never pass on passive heating

Open curtains during the day to let 
in free, warm sunlight, which is known 
as passive solar heating. While this 
isn’t viable for most climates as a 
sole source of heat, it works well to 
supplement other heating systems.

The right type of curtains help you 
make the most of the sunlight entering 
your home and retaining this heat. Let 
the sun in when it is shining through the 
window. Close the curtains when the 
sun is not. Throw open the curtains or 
blinds on south-facing windows during 
the cold days to let in the warm sun 
and keep other curtains shut to hold 
in the heat. In the summertime keep 
all of the curtains closed to keep your 
house cool.
6. Be smart with your thermostat

No matter what system, use a 
programmable thermostat. It will 
automatically set or adjust your 
temperature so you don’t forget when 
you leave the house. It will cool the 
home down for sleeping and warm it 
up for waking. Lowering temperature 
from 72 to 68 will make a diff erence 
on your bill. Save with the your electric 
cooperative’s $25 Smart Thermostat 
rebate too. Find the form on our 
website or call to request it. 
7. Get cracking on crack repairs

Plug cracks. If you home has air 
leaks, plug them up: weather-strip, 
caulk and foam. Proper insulation is 
also important. 

Test your energy-
saving knowledge

Call the co-op Call the co-op 
for your next for your next 
water heaterwater heater

— Continued from Page 2
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Patty cake, patty cake, bake me a cake as fast as you can! Share your favorite cake recipes with us, whether 
it’s homemade, cake-mix based, cupcakes, shortcake or even coff ee cake! Mail to Ed i tor, Fed er at ed Ru ral Elec-
 tric, PO Box 69, Jack son MN 56143-0069 or e-mail to christoff er@federatedrea.coop by October 26. Add your 
name and phone num ber. Thanks for sharing with us! 

Let them eat cake! Share your favorite cake recipes with all of us
Recipes

Pick up the phone Pick up the phone 
before the shovel; before the shovel; 

call before digging!call before digging!

Cal l  Go  pher 
State One Call 
b e f o r e  d o -
ing any d ig-
ging more than 
12"  deep — 
48 hours be-
fo re  d igg ing 

for foundations, trees, tiling 
and more. You can also reg-
ister at www.gopherstate-
onecall.org or call 811. Call a 
licensed electrician to locate 
the underground lines on your 
side of the meter. 

1-800-252-1166

Annual Connections Post Offi  ce form posted

The Post Offi ce requires our Connec-
tions newsletter to annually post its 
circulation counts. 

Heartland Security: simple control exists 
with your smart phone

1-888-264-6380 or visit
www.heartlandss.com

Co-op members receive a discount!
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Offi  cial monthly newsletter pub lished 
77100 US Hwy 71, PO Box 69 

Jackson, MN 56143-0069
E-mail: info@federatedrea.coop

Website: http://www.federatedrea.coop
Facebook.com/Federated

Phone: 847-3520 or 1-800-321-3520
Offi  ce hours: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Fri day 

Scott Reimer, General Man ag er

David A. Hansen, President — 847-3530
David Meschke, Vice President — 238-1122

Darvin  Voss, Secretary/Treasurer — 662-6679
Bruce Brockmann — 399-3487 

Glenn Dicks — 840-1075
Jon Saxen — 236-7027

Scott Thiesse — 399-6427

The Board of Directors generally meets the last 
busi ness day of the month at 8 a.m. at the Jack-
 son offi  ce. Reg u lar board meetings are open to 
the mem ber ship. Mem bers in ter est ed in dis cuss ing 
busi ness items should con tact the gen er al man-
 ag er or president three days be fore the meet ing.

Scott Reimer

Manager’s Message
Fall means construction winds down for us

Welcome to fall! Soon we will watch the 
trick-or-treaters with their favorite character 
costumes. For us it also means the end of a good 
construction season is winding down. 

We have one fi nal push before freeze up for the 
underground work; our contractor, Loosbrock, will 
install the last Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) project for hazard mitigation. 
(See Page 4.) We identifi ed several sections of 

overhead line that’s more susceptible to weather-related damage and will 
replace it with underground. This will end presumably by mid-November; 
our line crews will take care of the cutover and put things back to normal. 
Broadband postcard survey mailed; please reply if you receive it

Things are materializing in the broadband area for Federated. Our Board 
discusses this monthly and clearly understands this need for our rural 
community. The more we learn about the service, or the lack thereof,  the 
more it motivates us to do what co-ops do — provide a service our members 
want and need for today’s lifestyle. It happened back in the 1930s with the 
Rural Electrifi cation Act of 1936 to install electrical distribution systems 
to serve rural areas of the United States. Today’s broadband initiatives 
are nearly identical and are happening all across the country. Our fi rst 
act will be to apply for Border-to-Border grant funding to construct fi ber 
to the home or business for about 500 members in our service area. If 
approved, we would plan to start construction in 2022. One big unknown 
here is the availability of product and installers. The ultimate goal is to 
provide gig-speed fi ber to all those who wish to receive it. We mailed a 
two question survey to about 500 members and potential subscribers the 
last week of September; if you receive one, you are in that fi rst project 
cycle. We need your support to help us with the grant application, as well 
as wanting to know: if we build it, will you become a Federated Rural 
Broadband subscriber? The cooperative business model is alive and 
well here, as it is with the electric sector. Stay tuned. We intend to have 
something for everyone with a competitive price structure.  
Update on sale of the Coal Creek power plant

GRE plans to sell its Coal Creek power plant to Rainbow Energy and sell 
the high-voltage direct-current (HVDC) line to Nexus Line for transmitting 
power to Minnesota. Both the North Dakota and Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commissions (PUC) are contemplating this transaction; while the coal 
plant sale is moving along in both states, the Minnesota PUC delayed 
action on the HVDC line, requesting more information. This data request 
may delay action for months. All entities are hopeful this will transact by 
the end of the year. 
Basin plans for carbon dioxide pipeline

A plan exists to build a pipeline to carry captured carbon dioxide from 
the Great Plains Synfuels Plant to a permanent geologic storage reservoir 

several miles away. The Dakota Carbon 
Pipeline will leverage the Internal Revenue 
Service’s 45Q tax credits for carbon seques-
tration projects, which provide an economic 
return on the investment, while reducing 
carbon emission into the atmosphere. 

The reservoir being considered is located 
about one mile below previously mined 
coal land owned by The Coteau Properties 
Company. A test well was drilled in June 
2021. Information gleaned from the test well 
will be used to apply for a carbon dioxide 
storage facility permit, which is required for 
geologic sequestration of carbon dioxide. The 
application is expected to be submitted to 
the North Dakota Industrial Commission in 
January 2022. Construction on the pipeline 
is expected to begin in October 2021. 
Carbon dioxide injection would begin in the 
second half of 2022. The Dakota Carbon 
Pipeline project moves forward as Basin 
Electric’s management continues to pursue 
an opportunity for an alternate path forward 
for Dakota Gas. The cooperative signed a 
non-binding terms sheet with Bakken Energy 
in August to purchase the plant. If the sale 
moves forward, Bakken Energy would work 
with Mitsubishi Power Americas to create 
a clean hydrogen hub at the plant. Basin 
Electric and Dakota Gas are continuing to 
conduct due diligence on the projects. 


