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fAt A Glance
We all have some people and you just don’t know what 

to get them for Christmas! A “bright” idea would be to give 
a Federated gift certifi cate. Stop or call Federated. We’ll 
apply the bill credit and send out a gift certifi cate to the 
recipient too! How’s that for easy holiday shopping? 

Does Santa need gift 
giving ideas? Give 
Federated gift certifi -
cate for electric bill

Electricity to cook Thanksgiving 
dinner averages around $1.79

You can’t put a price on 
family time at Thanksgiv-
ing, especially after COVID 
impacted holiday gather-
ings last year. However, 
what does cooking for 
Thanksgiving add to your 
electric bill? Let’s break 
it down and be thankful 
for reliable, affordable 
electricity.

The centerpiece of the 
Thanksgiving meal is 
the turkey. An 18-pound 
turkey takes approximately 
four hours to cook in the 
oven. Using Federated’s 
residential rate of 8.6 cents  
per kilowatt-hour (KWH), it 
costs about $1.04 to cook 
the Thanksgiving turkey.

Pass the potatoes please! Mashed potatoes are a staple 
of Thanksgiving side dishes. Mashed potatoes take about 
30 minutes on the stove to boil. That comes to $.08 in 
electricity.

Gravy for those mashed potatoes takes another 15 
minutes of cooking time. That will cost $.04.

Many people cook stuffi  ng in a crockpot for approximately 
four hours. That will cost another dime. If you cook it in the 
oven at the same time as the turkey, it’s free! 

Plus, do you have mouth-watering dinner rolls to bake 
as you let the turkey rest before carving it up? Have any 
veggie side dishes to warm up? Let’s add $.14 for those 

miscellaneous details.
After the great meal we 

still create room for the 
Thanksgiving pie! Apple, 
pumpkin or pecan pie are 
often options to compli-
ment the meal. A pie takes 
another hour of baking time 
or about $.26.

If you aren’t doing all 
of the clean up by hand, 
you will be running the 
dishwasher. To wash one 
load of dishes costs $.13 
in electricity. If you are 
washing dishes by hand, 
it can actually cost a little 
bit more at $.29.

Meanwhile, the TV might 
be on before and after the 

meal, as your family members watch the parade or football 
games. Eight hours of 50-inch TV running costs just two 
pennies!

Finally, you may be having supper, as well, and heating 
up those leftovers up in the microwave. It costs half a penny 
to run the microwave for two minutes.

That puts the total electrical cost of Thanksgiving under 
$2. That’s a bargain! If you drove 50 miles to Grandma’s 
house for dinner, that costs about $6.50 in gas, plus wear 
and tear on your vehicle.

Your local electric cooperative is proud to power your 
daily life, plus your favorite holiday meals and priceless 
memories too! 

Let’s talk turkey or rather the cost to cook it! Cooking a 
turkey for four hours in the oven only adds about $1.04 to 
your electric bill.
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Energy Wise

Most people don’t enjoy doing 
dishes, but they do enjoy saving 
time, energy and money. Energy Star 
dishwashers make this possible.

A standard Energy Star dishwasher 
costs about $35 per year to run and 
can save about 3,870 gallons of water 
over its lifetime. They are roughly 12 
percent more effi  cient than non-Energy 
Star models.

Energy Star dishwasher qualifi ca-
tions are based on specifi c energy 
consumption and water consumption 
levels measured by Energy Factor 
(EF). EF is expressed in cycles per 
kWh. The greater the EF, the more 
effi  cient the dishwasher.

Using dishwashers correctly in-
creases effi  ciency. Follow these tips 
to gain the most out your dishwasher:

• Rinsing dishes before loading 
them in the dishwasher increases 
water and energy use. Scrape food 
off  dishes instead. If your dirty dishes 
sit overnight, use your dishwasher’s 
rinse feature. It uses a fraction of the 
water needed to hand rinse.

• Dishwashers use about the same 
amount of energy and water, regard-
less of the number of dishes inside. 
Run full loads whenever possible.

• Choose a dishwasher with several 
wash cycle options. A dishwasher 
with an auto-sensing cycle means the 
dishwasher has a soil-sensor and is 
able to detect if the water coming off  
the dishes is dirty or clean, which can 
save water and help ensure the dishes 
come out clean. If your dishes are only 

slightly soiled, you can use a cycle that 
uses less water. Other options might 
include an energy-saving wash cycle 
or the ability to turn off  heated dry.

A question that often comes up 
is whether dishwashers use more 
energy and water than washing by 
hand. Surprisingly  the answer is no. 
Dishwashers are more effi  cient than 
handwashing, saving about $130 per 
year by using a quarter of the energy 
required by handwashing dishes.

Save money, energy and time 
with Energy Star dishwashers

Using an Energy Star dishwasher 
can also save over 230 hours of 
personal time over the course of a 
year. That’s almost 10 days.

Washing dishes in a dishwasher vs. 
handwashing also saves more than 
8,000 gallons of water yearly.

Finally, dishwashers are more sani-
tary. For example, dishwashers boost 
water temperatures to 140 degrees, 
which allows for improved sanitation 
compared to hand washing. 

Thanksgiving will produce a lot of 
dirty dishes. Don’t be afraid to put 
them in the dishwasher. Dishwash-
ers are one of the most effi cient 
ways of clean up available. The 
energy they save is found money.
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fSafety

Watt’s New

The Balmuda Toaster uses steam to toast
Toast is not considered to be a type 

of food that offers a lot of room for 
improvement. Then along came the 
Balmuda Toaster Oven.

The secret to the Balmuda Toaster 
Oven is to pour about one teaspoon of 
water into the device before toasting. 
Heating more rapidly than air, the result-
ing steam locks in the bread’s moisture, 
while giving it a golden-brown fi nish.

The Balmuda Toaster Oven does more 
than make ideal toast. It also functions 
as a countertop oven, enabling you to bake cookies and 
reheat frozen food. Additional modes allow users to even 
try more recipes. The fi ve modes are:

• Oven Mode (without steam) is for baking cookies, dishes 
with breadcrumbs or cheese toppings and frozen food.

• Sandwich Bread Mode is ideal for 
thin-sliced bread and English muffi  ns.

• Artisan Bread Mode uses a higher 
temperature that retains the moist interior 
of sourdough, rye and other thick-sliced 
bread.

• Pizza Mode reheats pizza to oven-
fresh perfection. This mode also toasts 
bagels to a crisp fi nish with a chewy 
interior and makes cheesy toast.

• Pastry Mode features a gentle 
warming cycle without browning for 

croissants, rolls, scones and baguettes.
The Balmuda Toaster Oven comes with toasting rack, 

baking pan, crumb catcher, one-teaspoon measuring cup 
and recipes. The toaster oven costs approximately $300 
and is available from balmuda.com. 

Help stop copper theft on co-op lines
Copper has become a hot commodity 

for thieves trying to make a quick dollar. 
Those who steal copper are not only 
risking their own lives, but also the 
safety and well-being of others. You 
can help stop copper theft by reporting 
suspicious activity near common 
targets. These locations include farm 
equipment, air conditioners, vacant 
buildings, construction sites and 
electric utility properties, including 
substations and power poles.

Your electric cooperative off ers these 
tips to help safeguard against electrical 
dangers and prevent copper theft.

• If you notice anything unusual with 
electric facilities, such as an open 
substation gate, open equipment, 
hanging wire, etc., contact your electric 
utility immediately.

• If you see suspicious activities near 
electric facilities, call 911 or your local 
utility. Do not intervene. Allow offi  cials 
to handle the situation.

• Install motion-sensor lights and/or 
a video surveillance system on the outside of your house 
and business to deter possible thieves.

• Post “No Trespassing” placards around property or 

signs to indicate the presence of a 
surveillance or security system to deter 
thieves. Even with non-active systems, 
these signs tend to discourage some 
instances of theft.

• Remove access to buildings and 
roofs. Eliminate items that allow for 
easy entry to buildings, such as trees, 
ladders, scaff olding, dumpsters and 
accumulated materials such as pallet 
piles.

• Store tools and wire cutters in a 
secure location and never leave them 
out while away.

• Never enter or touch equipment 
inside a substation; stay away from 
power lines and anything touching a 
power line.

• If you work in construction, store 
copper securely, especially overnight.

Copper thieves have caused power 
outages at businesses and homes, 
shutdown traffic lights and forced 
hospitals to run backup generators. In 
the worse cases copper thefts have 

caused fi res and explosions that have taken innocent lives.
Thanks for helping protect your electric cooperative’s 

power lines! 

The Balmuda Toaster Oven is known 
for making perfect toast: soft on the 
inside and crispy on the outside.

The copper ground wire running up the 
side of the pole is sometimes the target 
of thieves. Cutting the ground wire 
can cause distribution problems and 
injury. If you see it happening, notify 
law enforcement.
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f
MOVING

VAN

Help us fi nd former members
Do you know any of these former 

Federated members listed on the 
right side of this page? 

Their unclaimed capital credits 
check was returned to us as 
“address unknown.” Some of these 
capital credit checks are from 
recent Federated members and 
others were members 20 years 
ago because Great River Energy 
recently retired those capital cred-
its from the late 1980s.

Have the member call Angie at 
Federated (direct dial 507-849-
7847) or 800-321-3520 and press 
extension 2233). Otherwise, e-mail 
ziemer@federatedrea.coop. Then 
we will send out their capital credits 
check. Capital credits that remain 
unclaimed after seven years are 
donated to Federated’s Operation 
Round Up program for high school 
scholarships. Thanks for your help!
Updated mobile app available

Federated’s mo-
bile app received an 
upgrade. Effective 
November 1, the new 
version is available for 
download by going to 
the App store; search 

for Federated Rural Electric. Our 
current app will be phased out 
November 30. Your existing user 
name and password works on the 
new app.

The app offers members a 
convenient solution for 24/7 
access to their accounts. The 
new version off ers all of the same 
screens, plus a few new features:

• Optional touch login via fi nger-
print or facial recognition

• Easier navigation
• Outage map link
• Sign up for notifi cations and
• Announcements. 
 

Federated
Focus

Searching high & low, where did the 
former members go? Money awaits!

Mick, Vern Windom
Milow, Carl Sanibel, FL
Mischke, Dawne G. Worthington
Mitchell, Clayton Truman
Mizner, Alma, c/o Duane Daleske         Welcome
Moss, Tom Jackson
Myers, Vicki Fairmont
Nelson, Kurt St. James
Olson, Peggy River Falls, WI
Olson, Warren Sherburn
Painter, James & Patty Windom
Palmer, Margaret  c/o Edith Isberg       Fairmont
Paullus, Jeff Estherville, IA
Pavelko, Kent J Milford, IA
Potter, Steven S Blue Earth
Quenzer, Rob Sioux Falls, SD
Rademaker, Dennis Fairmont
Randall, Scott & Pam Des Moines, WA
Renquist, Tom Bingham Lake
Roberts, Allison Sherburn
Roggow, Darlene Alpha
Saathoff, Dorothy Alpha
Sanchez, Refugio Fairmont
Schavey, David Blue Earth
Schmidt, Roy Bingham Lake
Selbrade, Stanley Fairmont
Sievert, Fredrick Heron Lake
Simmons, Darryl D, c/o Adeline Simmons
 Sherburn
Skoblick, Terese Vernon Center
Smith, John Brewster
Stensland, Jessica Overland Park, KS
Stoecker, Joann Lakefi eld
Stoermer, Jeremy Camp Verde, AZ
Sunderman Transfer, c/o Barney Sunderman 
 Windom
Swenson, George Mesa, AZ
Swenstad, Doug Fairmont
Thornburg, Russell Fairmont
Tran, Hong Son San Lorenzo, CA
Tungland, Nathan Mason City, IA
Wannarka, Steve Blue Earth
Warner, Harry B Fairmont
Warner, Michael Heron Lake
Weber, Fred Fairmont
Wellesley, Dion Welcome
Werling, Mildred, c/o Guardian Services LLC 
 Truman
Western Wirelsss Corp, c/o Alltel Corp 
 Little Rock, AR
Williams, Lavonne Yankton, SD
Wolff, Jerald G Fairmont
Yackley, Lyle & Lynne Lamphere  
 Worthington
Yarns, Mary (More) Jackson
Youngwirth, Connie Sherburn
Zajic, Jennifer Windom 

Abel, Varela Wells
Anderson, Duane & Kris Morgan
Anderson, Lonny Worthington
Ash, Kim Shellsburg, IA
Bishop, Norma Fairmont
Borntrager, Kim Welcome
Bruce, Bill Spicer
Buhrke, Rev. Richard Shawano, WI
Burmeister, Janet Mankato
C&J Freight Salvage Osage Beach, MO
Calkins, Robert Blue Earth
Cassem, James Moreno Valley, CA
Chamberlin, Deanna North Platte, NE
Clarin, Jason Marshall
Culp, Karine Marionville, MO
Daleske, Henrietta, c/o Evelyn Jacobson 
 Blue Earth
Dallager, Lee Fairmont
Damon, Pat Rushmore
Dane, Steve Heron Lake
Estvold, Barney Forest City, IA
Eidhammer, Delores M. Heron Lake
Fasching, Scott Jackson
Fonseca, Rosalio Lakefi eld
Gore, William Plymouth
Hall, Lawrence & Lavona  Ocheydan,  IA
Hanna, Thomas Hutchinson
Hanson, Richard Minneapolis
Hanson, Robert B Okabena
Harris, Larry Urbandale, IA
Heavirland, Terry Elmore
Hecht, William Sherburn
Heser, Jim Sioux Falls, SD
Hilpipre, James Estherville, IA
Hjelmtveit, Kermit Welcome
Hoover, Gary Thornburg, IA
Jablinske, Loren Granada
Jackson, John Mason City, IA
Kegel, Dr. James Townsend, MT
Kimball, Stephanie Avoca
Knox, Kurt M Fairmont
Koenck, Loyal Indianola, IA
Kostner, Thomas Onalaska, WI
Krenz, Eva Fairmont
Krumwiede, James Sioux Falls, SD
Lamank, Doug & Sue Dunnell
Langford, Kent & Cherrie  Falcon, NC
Lewis, Ruth A. Lakefi eld
Lily Creek Acres College Station, TX
Luther, Eric Lakefi eld
McKenzie, Darrell Fairmont
Majerus, Robert H Cannon Falls
Majeski, Jody Welcome
Malchow, Todd & Pamala St. Charles
Malcolm, Brad Winnebago
Meyer, Chad Spirit Lake, IA
Meyer, Lucille Alpha
Meyeraan, Ronald Butterfi eld
Michalke, Kory North Mankato
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Organization  Amount    Purpose  
JCC High School Art Program $362 White T-shirts & laser velum paper for screen-printing course
Lutheran Social Services (Lakefi eld Sr. Dining)  $380 Buy food service cart, commercial can opener & food scoops
HLO Ag Education classes $470 Supplies for fl oral design & entrepreneurship classes
Friends of Jackson County Trails $500 Bike trail signs for new trail system at Belmont Park
Heron Lake Fire Department $500 Buy cordless reciprocating saw, chainsaw, blower & pole saw
Martin County Historical Society, Fairmont $500 Buy two mannequins for museum clothing displays
Family Services Network, Jackson $500 Buy snow pants for children Preschool to high school
Jackson Center for the Arts $525 Supplies for Spanish/English classes 
Youth First, Martin County Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition
 $540 Student event that simulates impaired driving w/pedal cars
JCC Phy-Ed Department $540 45 pairs of small wrist guards for rollerskating K-5th grade
Southwest & West Central Service Cooperative 
 $550 Buy 7 interdevelopmental intervention kits for children therapy
Lakefi eld Fire & Rescue $720 Buy fi re hose washers to replace worn out one
JCC Discovery Place Preschool $897 Gross motor skill items: parachute, stilts, decals & ball cart
MCW Agriculture Department $1,000 3-ton engine crane for tractor restoration class
Kirby’s Closet, Lakefi eld $1,000 Buy winter coats, books and hygiene items for needy families
HLO School Nutrition Program $1,440 Buy new chest freezer & 3 blenders/food processors
Caregiver Response Eff ort & Service Team (CREST), Fairmont 
 $1,500  Programs, training, brochures and phone volunteer coordination
Des Moines Valley Health & Human Services, Jackson County
 $1,500 Baby bundle supplies: diapers, wipes, bottles and books
East Chain Activity Center $1,500 Buy 2 table carts & 3 chair carts so rental groups set up easier 
HLO Robotics Team $1,500 Buy robotics kit and parts for a second team
Jackson County Animal Protection Society $1,548 For point-of-sale system for nonprofi t pet store in Jackson
Salvation Army $2,000 Assist Federated members with utility costs
JCC High School $2,299 Update metals shop with a new TIG welder
Jackson County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce $2,500 Toward new emergency response bus equipment for eight-
     county High Risk Entry Team (HEAT)  
Jackson County Fair $2,500 3 new fl ag poles, solar lights, pavers & plants for entrance
Welcome Fire Department $2,500 Chop saw, Sawzall, hammer drill & battery charger bank
Dunnell Lake Fremont Fire Department $2,500 Replace fi ve fi re helmets that are more than 20 years old
City of Granada $2,500 Toward updating aged playground equipment at city park
HLO Industrial Technology program $2,500 Buy TIG welder
Jackson Food Shelf $3,500  Christmas boxes with hams for families in need
9 $700 scholarships in 2022  $6,300 For Federated members with high school senior graduates
Total $47,071

Federated members’ contributions to Operation Round 
Up assist 30 organizations & scholarships total $47,071

The Federated 
Rural Electric Trust, 
awarded local orga-
nizations $40,771 
through Operation 

Round Up. They also designated 
$6,300 as high school scholarships.
These donations occur due to monthly 
contributions by participating Feder-
ated members. This round of funding 
was larger due to power supplier capital 
credits being assigned to the trust by 
former members.

The Trust Board received 31 applica-
tions totaling $46,443 in this 54th round 
of funding. Checks will be awarded 
November 18. The Trust Board will meet 
again in the spring to determine the 
next round of funding. The application  
deadline is February 11, 2022. 

About 77 percent of Federated 
Rural Electric members participate in 
Operation Round Up. They allow their 
electric bills to be rounded up to the 
nearest dollar. For example, a bill of 
$55.75 is rounded up to $56. The extra 

cents go to a special trust fund, which 
is administered by an independent trust 
board that consists of seven Federated 
members. Since the first round of 
funding in 1995, about $815,000 has 
been awarded to local organizations 
and as high school scholarships.

Interested organizations may go to 
www.federatedrea.coop to download 
the application form and information, 
e-mail info@federatedrea.coop for an 
application or call 507-847-3520; ask 
for Andrea. 
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Turn to heat pumps to avoid 
surging fossil fuel heating bills

This winter could be a roller coaster 
ride of higher heating bills for homes 
with fossil fuel heating. Installing a 
heat pump could help members come 
out on top.
Fossil fuel heat sharply increases

The U.S. Energy Information Ad-
ministration (EIA) forecasted U.S. 
households heating bills will jump 54 
percent compared to last winter. 

Nearly half of the homes in U.S. use 
natural gas for heat. They predict the 
average heating bill of $746. The EIA 
expects the Midwest to see 49 percent 
increases for natural gas heated 
homes, while the rest of the country 
may be a 30 percent increase. 

Meanwhile, LP is expected to see 
the sharpest increases at 54 percent. 
According to ychart.com Minnesota 
LP residential prices were $1.298 in 
October, 2020, while October 2021 it 
is $2.308. Those homes using heating 
oil are expected to see a 43 percent 
increase or more than $500. 
Electricity only modest increase

The better news is for those heating 
their homes with electricity. Those 
homes are expected to see modest 
increases of 6 percent. 

How can you save money? Upgrade 
your home heating system to an air 
source heat pump. “Furnaces may 
run from 60 to 95 percent effi  ciency,” 
stated the cooperative’s energy expert. 
“However, air source heat pumps run 
from 200 to 300 percent effi  ciency. 
Heat pumps transfer heat, instead of 
burning fuel where some heat is lost 
up the chimney.”

Co-op members may want to 
consider adding a heat pump. This 
way you have control over your 
heating costs, based on the energy 
prices for fossil fuels and electricity. 
Explore the co-op’s Dual Fuel rates if 
you have electric heat with a backup 
heating system for peak period shifting. 
Plus, you can manually switch from 

one system to the other or use a 
smart thermostat. By investing in an 
energy-effi  cient heat pump, you’ve also 
improved your home’s summer cooling 
and dehumidifi cation as it replaces a 
central air unit. 

Your electric cooperative has rebates 
on ductless heat pumps, air source 
heat pumps and ground source heat 
pumps. Plus, the co-op off ers a $25 
Smart Thermostat rebate. See the 
details  on your cooperative’s website 
or call the co-op’s energy expert with 
heat pump questions. 
Existing Dual Heat system ready?

If you have an existing Dual Heat 
system, be ready for winter load 
control. If you use an LP furnace as 

backup, make sure the tank is fi lled. If 
your LP furnace no longer works, be 
sure to contact your cooperative to 
be removed from Dual Heat control. 
Replace your furnace filter too, if 
needed.
Space heaters can be costly

 The last time fossil fuel prices 
jumped, some members turned to 
using two or three space heaters. Just 
remember that a space heater running 
eight hours a day costs about $1.62 
a day. That means running a space 
heater for a month adds about $49 to 
your monthly electric bill. 

Your co-op’s energy expert stands 
by ready to answer your heating 
questions. 

Whether the grass is green or covered in snow, an air source heat pump works 
year-round to provide 200-300 percent effi cient heating and summer cooling too! 
Upgrade your old central air to a heat pump to save on skyrocketing fossil fuel 
costs. Ask about the co-op’s heat pump rebates too!
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Appeal to your family gathering with some new appetizer recipes! Share your favorite appetizer recipes with us, 
whether it’s a new dip, fi nger foods, crockpot creations or air fryer feasts! Mail to Ed i tor, Fed er at ed Ru ral Elec-
 tric, PO Box 69, Jack son MN 56143-0069 or e-mail to christoff er@federatedrea.coop by November 24. Add your 
name and phone num ber. Thanks for sharing with us! 

Snack your way through the holidays with new appetizer recipes
Recipes

Marcia Kay’s Coff ee Cake by Elizabeth Shimon, Granada  
Preheat oven to 350º. Mix together:
1 box yellow cake mix   1 can apple pie fi lling
3 eggs    1 tsp. cinnamon
 Spread into a greased/buttered 9x13" pan.  
Mix together and top with the following:
4 T. butter, softened   3 T. cinnamon
4 T. brown sugar   4 T. fl our
 Bake for 35-45 minutes. 
Notes: It’s excellent with chopped walnuts or pecans mixed into topping. Serve 

warm with a salted caramel sauce drizzled on top and a scoop of ice cream. 

Pick up the phone Pick up the phone 
before the shovel; before the shovel; 

call before digging!call before digging!

Cal l  Go  pher 
State One Call 
b e f o r e  d o -
ing any d ig-
ging more than 
12"  deep — 
48 hours be-
fo re  d igg ing 

for foundations, trees, tiling 
and more. You can also reg-
ister at www.gopherstate-
onecall.org or call 811. Call a 
licensed electrician to locate 
the underground lines on your 
side of the meter. 

1-800-252-1166

Frosted Zucchini Cake by Barb Sellner, Sleepy Eye  
4 eggs, beaten   1 tsp. salt
2 c. sugar    2 tsp. cinnamon
1½ c. cooking oil   2 2/3 c. pureed zucchini
2 c. fl our    1½ c. coconut
2 tsp. baking soda   1½ c. chopped walnuts
Mix together eggs and sugar; set aside. Add oil, fl our, baking soda, salt and 

cinnamon to egg/sugar mixture. Fold in zucchini, coconut and nuts. Place mixture 
in a 9x13" pan. Bake at 350º for 20-30 minutes. Frost when cool.

Frosting: 8 oz. cream cheese  2 tsp. vanilla
1/3 c. soft butter   3 c. powdered sugar
 Note: you can substitute carrots for the zucchini. Another option: you can 

also add ½ c. cocoa to make it a chocolate cake. 

Creme de Menthe Cake
by Nancy Katzer, Fairmont  

1 box white cake mix
Green Crème de Menthe
2 jars Hershey Fudge Topping
1 large container Cool Whip
In preparing the box of cake mix 

follow the directions, but use 3 T. less 
water and add 3 T. green Crème de 
Menthe instead. This makes the cake 
green and minty. Bake cake as directed 
in a 9x13" pan.

Cool and spread the two jars of Her-
shey Fudge Topping over cake. I heat 
the fudge topping in the microwave a 
little bit to make it easier to spread.

Then add 3 T. of green Crème de 
Menthe to the Cool Whip and mix 
well.  Spread over the Fudge Topping. 
Refrigerate. 

One-Step Pie Cake by Lona Larson, Sherburn  
1¾ c. sugar    3 eggs
2 c. fl our    1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. cinnamon (2 tsp. if apple) 1 tsp baking soda
1 c. oil   1 can pie fi lling (cherry OR apple OR blueberry)
Mix all ingredients, except pie fi lling, in a large bowl with wooden spoon; fold 

in the pie fi lling. Pour into a 9x13" greased and fl oured cake pan. Bake at 350º 
for 45-50 minutes.

Serve with Cool Whip, ice cream or sprinkled powdered sugar. 

Wacky Cake by Mary Mills, New Ulm  
1½ c. fl our  1 tsp baking soda  6 T. oil
1 c. sugar  2 T. cocoa, slightly heaping 1 tsp. vanilla
½ tsp. salt  1 c. cold water   1 T. vinegar
Mix in order given. Stir well. Not necessary to grease 8x8" pan. Bake at 375º 

for 30 minutes. Double recipe for a 9x13" pan.
Frosting: 1 c. sugar 4 T. butter  4 T. milk ¾ c. chocolate chips
Combine sugar, butter and milk. Bring to a boil. Boil 30 seconds. Remove 

from heat and add chips. Beat until stiff  enough to spread. Makes enough for a 
9x13" pan, but we like frosting and use that on the 8x8" pan too. 



Connections • November 202188

Offi  cial monthly newsletter pub lished 
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Website: http://www.federatedrea.coop
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Phone: 847-3520 or 1-800-321-3520
Offi  ce hours: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Fri day 

Scott Reimer, General Man ag er

David A. Hansen, President — 847-3530
David Meschke, Vice President — 238-1122

Darvin  Voss, Secretary/Treasurer — 662-6679
Bruce Brockmann — 399-3487 

Glenn Dicks — 840-1075
Jon Saxen — 236-7027

Scott Thiesse — 399-6427

The Board of Directors generally meets the last 
busi ness day of the month at 8 a.m. at the Jack-
 son offi  ce. Reg u lar board meetings are open to 
the mem ber ship. Mem bers in ter est ed in dis cuss ing 
busi ness items should con tact the gen er al man-
 ag er or president three days be fore the meet ing.

Scott Reimer

Manager’s Message
Broadband fi ber update

Wow, how time fl ies! It seems like just yesterday 
that we started talking about broadband as a 
potential business opportunity for Federated. 
Our Board hears updates monthly as to the 
possibilities. The October meeting was no excep-
tion. The most realistic possibility is applying for 
Border-to-Border grant funds, which has been 
authorized. As soon as the state opens up the 
process, we are ready. These are partial funding 

grants, meaning that we could receive 35-40 percent funding with the 
balance coming from Federated, Counties and Townships where possible. 
We have received positive support from governmental entities that may 
step up with some assistance when the time comes. We have heard from 
many of you that there is a desire for high-speed broadband in our area 
and we want to supply that product. 

The biggest question we get is, where can it be built and funded? 
Then comes the question, why not everywhere? Much of the territory is 
unfortunately encumbered by previously awarded grants and should have 
gotten us much further along than they actually did. Depending on what 
measuring stick you use, many are fully served, many are underserved 
and several are yet unserved. Those that are unserved typically don’t 
have a real need for the internet and have chosen that status. We do have 
options available to us and the level of fulfi llment rides on expectations. 
The speed debate is ongoing and is currently 25/3 MBPS for adequate 
service. Anything below that might be considered underserved. Federated 
is looking at all options with fi ber to the home being the long-term solution 
and the gigabit connection available if desired.  
Update on the copper theft that occurred on our system

Copper thieves vandalized about 55 poles in Martin County over the 
past couple months. A short section of copper wire was cut off  the pole 
from the ground line to just over seven feet up the pole. Our crews were 
forced to drop what they were doing and begin line patrol to fi nd and 
replace the missing grounds. This was  a dangerous thing for thieves to 
do; it could have compromised the grounding and bonding capabilities 
of our electric distribution system because it relates to dissipating fault 
current, such as lightning strikes. We completed most of the work to 
repair the damage. However, Federated rate payers are on the hook for 
the cost, as no insurance coverage is available. Currently, the work order 
costs associated with these repairs are around $4,850. Once closed, it 
will likely be north of $5,000. 
Underground contractor completed work; line crews fi nish it up

As we get closer to freeze up, we start to see our underground projects 
come to an end. We had a good year with mostly good conditions and the 
same is true for our contractor, Loosbrock Digging Service. They are now 
done with all of the installations from our Federal Emergency Management 

Agency’s mitigation project. They are now 
working on the retirement of the old poles and 
wire. This project removed several miles of 
overhead line that was susceptible to storm 
damage and has been a problem for us in 
the past. The underground conductors will 
mitigate the risk of storms or ice.

Now we need members and contractors 
to be vigilant with the location of the 
underground cable by using the Gopher State 
One Call system before digging.

Have a great Thanksgiving! 

The dots show the locations of the copper theft 
in Martin County. Green dots are repaired.

Westford

Manyaska

Fox Lake Rutland

Rolling
 Green

Fraser Center
Creek


