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fAt A Glance
Invest in a Smart thermostat for your home’s heating 

system! You will wisely save on energy costs, plus Feder-
ated off ers a $25 rebate. Must be installed on our system. 
Find the rebate form on our website (www.federatedrea.
coop), e-mail or call us to request the form. 

Be smart & beat 
higher heating costs 
with a co-op rebate
for smart thermostat

power of democracy and the impor-
tance of leadership.

This experience is free for the 
student. The only out-of-pocket 
expenses are for incidentals, such 
as souvenirs.

Electric cooperatives have spon-
sored the Youth Tour for more than 
50 years because we believe it is 
our responsibility as a not-for-profi t, 
community-based organization to 
invest in our next generation of leaders.

Visit www.federatedrea.coop to 
download the application and find 
contest details. Otherwise, visit your 
high school counselor to pick up the 
application.

Second place earns $150. Third 
place receives $100. The first 15 
applicants earn $20 Amazon gift cards.

Youth Tour is back! Once again, 1,900 
high school students from across rural 
America will converge in Washington, 
D.C. this summer. Teens: you can write 
your own ticket to be one of them!

All students need to do to enter the 
Youth Tour contest is write a 300-word 
essay on an energy-related topic and fi ll 
out a two-page application by February 
4. The fi ve top-scoring fi nalists will 
be interviewed for 15 minutes March 
22, starting at 4 p.m. The winner will 
receive the free trip to D.C., courtesy 
of your electric co-op, and travel with 
the other Minnesota delegates.

The Youth Tour event will be held 
June 14-19. The students that attend 
represent our next generation of lead-
ers. They are the people who will make 
our communities better places to live 
and lead businesses that will provide 
good jobs and valuable services.

Participants in the Youth Tour spend 
nearly a week in Washington, D.C. 
where they will:

• Visit monuments, memorials and 
museums.

• Learn about electric cooperatives 
and the cooperative business model.

• Spend a day on Capitol Hill, includ-
ing face-to-face meetings with senators 
and representatives in Congress.

• Build lifelong friendships with other 
young leaders from across Minnesota 
and the country.

Youth Tour isn’t just a fi eld trip to 
Washington, D.C. It’s a transformational 
experience that shows students the 

Teens: write your own ticket to D.C.!

2019’s winner was Lydia Steinhaus, 
Fairmont. “Without a doubt, I am 
going to recommend this trip to all 
of my friends! The memorials were 
beautiful. Not only did they add to 
the beauty of D.C, but they stood for 
and represented events we had only 
previously read about in a history book. 
Our day at Capitol Hill was something 
I will never forget. We met with our 
Senator and staff  from our House of 
Representatives. The museums had 
insane amounts of information and 
exhibits. Mount Vernon brought George 
Washington’s lifestyle to life. The Youth 
Tour dance was so much fun!”

Find photos from the Youth Tour 
trip at www.mrea.org/programs/
youth-programs-2/.  

Enter the Youth Tour contest to write your own ticket to Washington, D.C. and 
join teens from across the nation in the experience!
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Energy Wise

Introducing the 12 days of Christmas,
not the song, but bright energy-wise tips!
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Safety

Watt’s New

Raise the savings bar on sound bars
As TVs become bigger, better and more 

aff ordable, more people are building their 
own simple home theaters. The next 
step is adding great sound to the great 
picture. Sound bars are great gifts this 
holiday season. Consider more than just 
sound quality. Invest in energy-effi  ciency 
too. Energy Star-rated soundbars use 70 
percent less energy than conventional 
models.

One such model is the Samsung 
7.1-Channel Soundbar with Dolby 5.1/
DTS Virtual: X. You’ll love these features.

1. Volume leveling technology — sound bars can ensure 
commercials are not louder than the shows you watch. 
This feature is good for late-night watching, as loud sound 
eff ects won’t wake sleeping family members. In addition, 
the lower volumes will save energy.

2. 3D sound — soundbars use multiple audio channels 
with discrete sounds assigned to each channel to create 
a three-dimensional surround eff ect. Surround sound from 
one soundbar avoids the need for and the extra energy use 
of a multi-speaker surround sound system.

3. Acoustic beam — get pulled into what you’re watching 

with panoramic sound that moves with 
the action on-screen.

4. Adaptive sound — forget rewinding 
to catch what was said. Enjoy dynamically 
optimized audio with enhanced voice 
clarity for whatever you are watching, 
including sports, games, movies and 
more.

5. Q-Symphony — audio that tracks 
with each scene with perfectly syn-
chronized sound with a compatible 
Samsung TV for a harmonious, cinematic 
experience.

6. Wireless Rear Speaker Kit — let the sound fl ow 
around you with wireless rear speakers, taking surround 
sound to next level for more dynamic entertainment.

7. Game Pro Mode — level up with 3D directional audio 
from up-fi ring speakers. Acoustic Beam® and powerful 
woofers automatically sync sound with the on-screen 
action, while crosstalk cancellation minimizes distractions.

The soundbar includes remote, HDMI cable, wall-mount 
kit, power adapter and rubber feet.

This type of sound bar ranges from $300 to $400 and is 
available from Best Buy, Amazon or Walmart. 

Tis the season to celebrate safely
December tis the season for Santa, 

singing and safety too! Unfortunately, 
this is the season for the most 
household accidents and fi res. Make 
sure your holidays don’t go from merry 
to scary with these safety tips.

• Keep decorations at least three feet 
away from heat sources — especially 
those with an open fl ame. Blow out 
candles when you leave the room or 
go to sleep.

• Do not run cords under rugs or furniture, out of 
windows, or across sidewalks.

• If you have a natural Christmas tree, water often 
keeping it fresh and safe. Real trees can dry up and turn 
into kindling in no time at all. 

• Always turn off  your lighting decorations when you 
leave your home and when you’re sleeping.

• If you use lots of extension cords or adapters, hire a 
qualifi ed electrician to add more outlets to your home.

• Phones and tablets should stay 
on your nightstand. We all love falling 
asleep to Bing Crosby, but overheated 
electronics under pillows and blankets 
are dangerous.

• Need a perfect gift idea? Go with a 
smoke alarm. All homes need a working 
smoke alarm outside of sleeping 
areas and on every level, including 
the basement.

• If using a space heater, switch it off  
before leaving the room. It only takes seconds for a fi re 
to start if a space heater tips over or comes in contact 
with something combustible, like a blanket or curtains.

• The best family gift involves upgrading to Arc-Fault 
Circuit Interrupter (AFCI) breakers or outlets. About 
half of the electrical fi res that occur every year could be 
prevented by AFCIs. All upgrades should be completed 
by a qualifi ed electrician. 
— Information courtesy of esfi .org

Star 
of wonder, 
star of bright 
energy savings? Yes, 
look for the Energy Star logo 
on even sound bars for energy
savings year-round.
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Spotlight focus on 4-H awards
Federated sponsors the 4-H 

Electricity Incentive Award with a 
$50 cash prize at each county’s 
recognition banquet. This year 
the recipients are Joseph Mohr, 
Jackson; and Brayden Geerdes, 
Fairmont. Mohr is the son of Mark 
and Carrie from Jackson. Geerdes 
is the son of Jodie.
Water heater price increase

Due to increasing 
costs with water heaters 
and materials, Fed-
erated will increase 
its water heater price 
slightly to $589, eff ec-
tive January 1, 2022. 

This is still about a half-price water 
heater and includes installation by 
Federated and a lifetime warranty 
on the tank.
Paperless bills always on time

With the Post 
Off ice changes 
resulting in slower 
mail service, sign 
up for your electric 

bill to be e-mailed to you. 
1. Paperless bills from Feder-

ated are e-mailed to you on the 
same day that the paper bills go 
to the Post Offi  ce. Go to www.
federatedrea.coop and sign up 
in “Online Pay” for alerts. 

2. You can also call the offi  ce 
during business hours to sign up 
for paperless bills. Sign up for Auto 
Pay for paying your residential 
electric bill automatically on your 
due date from your savings/
checking account or credit card. 

3. Another option is to download 
the “Federated Rural Electric” app 
on your smart phone to see your 
bill. Use the app to see your bill, 
pay your bill and look at your last 
12 months’ worth of bills too. 

 

Federated
Focus

Two $1,000 scholarships available 
to Federated members’ students

This is the 15th year that Federated 
will award two $1,000 Basin and L&O 
scholarships to two local Federated 
members’ sons or daughters.  

“This scholarship comes from Basin 
Electric Power Cooperative based in 
Bismarck, North Dakota, which became a 
wholesale power supplier for Federated 
in 2008 and L&O Power Cooperative in 
Rock Rapids, Iowa,” stated Scott Reimer, 

Federated’s general manager. “Basin awards 137 of these scholarships to local 
electric cooperatives. Federated is excited to distribute the scholarship materials 
and select local students to receive the two $1,000 scholarships.” 

The scholarships are available to high school seniors and college students who 
will be enrolled fulltime in an accredited two-year or four-year college, university 
or vocational/technical school working on an undergraduate or master’s degree. 
Previous Federated-Basin scholarship winners are not eligible to apply again. 
Applicants must be 25 and under and a U.S. citizen.

Applicants must complete a two-page application, including a grades’ transcript, 
ACT/SAT scores, write an essay and have an outside appraisal (reference 
checklist). The one-page essay should address: What challenges face rural 
electric cooperatives in the coming years and how do you think challenges 
should be addressed?

The deadline to apply for this scholarship is January 28, 2022. Applications are 
available from Federated’s website (www.federatedrea.coop, at Federated’s offi  ce 
(507-847-3520 or info@federatedrea.coop) or from local high school counselors.

The scholarship must be used for college during Fall 2022. Checks will be made 
payable to the school as paid by Basin/L&O. Scholarships will be distributed 
in August.

Last year’s Basin scholarship winners were Mackenzie Henning, Jackson; 
and Nathaniel Post, Lakefi eld.

In addition, keep in mind the Federated Rural Electric Operation Round 
Up scholarship applications will go out with the February electric bills; nine 
scholarships of $700 will be awarded locally. 

Basin
Scholarship 
deadline 
January 28, 
2022

Federated will be closedFederated will be closed
for the holidays for the holidays 

December 24, 27 & 31 December 24, 27 & 31 

Crews will be on call for outagesCrews will be on call for outages
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Federated’s Revolving Loan Fund assists 
Round Lake Vineyards & Winery with 
septic system for renovation/expansion

Federated assisted the Round Lake 
Vineyards and Winery with a $150,000 
Revolving Loan Fund check. The Round 
Lake Winery has a building project and 
renovation underway that required an 
updated septic system for a permanent 
kitchen, additional indoor restaurant 
seating and expanded banquet seating. 

Federated and the Winery signed the 
10-year loan paperwork on November 
2; the Winery also provided matching 
funds with a loan from the Southwest 
Initiative Foundation in Hutchinson 
and the Jackson County Revolving 
Loan Fund. As funds are repaid to 
Federated, they can be loaned to other 
organizations. 

Round Lake Vineyards and Winery is 
a commercial vineyard and production 
winery operation with a full-service 
restaurant. “On an annual basis we 
grow approximately 50 tons of grapes 
and produce 4,000 to 5,000 cases of 
wine,” stated Scott Ellenbecker, owner. 
“We serve thousands of local and 
vacation traffi  c annually in our tasting 
room, event building and restaurant.”

“This economic development funding 
helps us fi nance a new septic system,” 
stated Jenny Ellenbecker, owner. 
“With the renovation of three buildings 
this system will tie all four buildings 
together in a common septic system 
for long-term efficiency at reduced 
maintenance costs. For fi ve years we’ve 
been cooking out of a food trailer. This 
has limited our event and food service. 
With this renovation we’ll have two new 
spaces: an 80-seat banquet room and a 
seasonal picnic space with a permanent 
indoor food and bar service building; 
in the winter this building will be used 
as a warming house.”

“Federated initially applied for the 
zero-interest loan and then charges 
up to one-percent handling to the 
organizations,” stated Scott Reimer, 
Federated’s general manager. “As 

these organizations pay back their 
loans, this money goes into a revolving 
loan fund to assist other organizations 
for economic development or com-
munity facilities.” The recipient also 
pays for the loan’s closing costs and 
one percent interest.

Federated has a long history of 
economic development. Since 1992, 
Federated provided economic develop-
ment dollars totaling $4.462 million. This 
contributed to keeping 1,163 jobs and 
securing 642 jobs in the area. More 
specifi cally, Federated’s revolving loan 
started in 2009 with a loan from the 
United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) for $244,000 that fi nanced 
a Ceylon fire truck and Tenhassen 
Township Hall. Then in 2016 Federated 
secured additional USDA revolving loan 
funds and added a matching 20 percent 
totaling $421,515 toward new Heron 

Lake and Round Lake fi re trucks. Since 
then Okabena has used the revolving 
loan funds for its fi re department brush 
fi re truck, payloader and shop building. 
This year Federated also assisted the 
Fox Lake Conservation League to buy 
the former Alliant power plant land to 
create a park.

Over the past four years USDA Rural 
Development has invested nearly $2.9 
million in REDLG funding to support 
community facilities and small business 
development and expansion in rural 
communities throughout Minnesota. 
For more information on USDA Rural 
Development programs, contact your 
local area offi  ce by visiting www.rd.usda.
gov/mn.

Cooperative members interested 
in economic development can call 
Federated or e-mail info@federatedrea.
coop. 

Round Lake Vineyards and Winery owners Jenny and Scott Ellenbecker accepted 
the $150,000 check from Federated Rural Electric’s Revolving Loan Fund. Pictured 
in the front row are Scott Reimer, Federated’s general manager, along with Jenny 
and Scott Ellenbecker. This funding goes toward a new septic system to serve 
the building renovation and expansion.



Connections • December 20216

10 11

12— Continued from Page 2

Wrap up the season with last of 12 days of energy-saving tips

Give your home the gift of energy effi ciency! Buy from www.energywisemn.com for the 
$25 instant rebate OR submit the rebate form from your co-op’s website. 

What’s the 
cost for 
your holiday 
lighting? 
LEDs vs. 
incandescents
comparison
— Graphic courtesy of 
Statista & Energy Star.gov 
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Whip up a warm, hearty meal with your favorite wild rice recipes! Share your favorite wild rice recipes with us, 
whether it’s a soup, a side dish or with wild game! Mail to Ed i tor, Fed er at ed Ru ral Elec tric, PO Box 69, Jack son 
MN 56143-0069 or e-mail to christoff er@federatedrea.coop by December 23. Add your name and phone num-
 ber. Thanks for sharing with us! 

Let’s go wild with wild rice recipes for hot meals on cold nights
Recipes

Oriental Cashew Chicken Appetizer by Lesley Christoff er
2 - 5 oz. cans canned chicken  ½ tsp. ginger
1 c. cashew halves   2 T. milk
1 tsp. garlic powder   2 - 8 oz. pkgs. cream cheese
½ c. shredded carrots   ½ c. cashew halves
3 T. chopped green onions  ½ bottle Kraft Sweet & Sour sauce
2 T. soy sauce
Mix fi rst seven ingredients; marinate overnight. Cream cheese and milk; spread 

on large platter. Top with marinated chicken topping. Drizzle Kraft sauce on top. 
Top with another ½ c. cashews. Serve with tortilla chips or Fritos Scoops.  

Pick up the phone Pick up the phone 
before the shovel; before the shovel; 

call before digging!call before digging!

Call Go pher 
S t a t e  O n e 
Call  before 
d o i n g  a n y 
digging more 
than 12" deep 
— 48 hours 
before dig-

ging for foundations, trees, 
tiling and more. You can also 
register at www.gopherstate-
onecall.org or call 811. Call 
a licensed electrician to lo-
cate the underground lines 
on your side of the meter. 

1-800-252-1166

Peach Brandy Slush by Amber 
Sommerfeld, Sleep Eye

4 tea bags
2 c. boiling water
2 c. sugar
7 c. boiling water
12 oz. can frozen orange juice
12 oz. can frozen lemon  juice
1 pint peach brandy
Steep together for 15 minutes the 

fi rst two ingredients. Stir 7 c. of boiling 
water and sugar together until the 
sugar is dissolved. Add tea, juices and 
brandy. Mix well. 

Freeze two days in a plastic con-
tainer. Serve a scoop or two, along 
with 7-Up or Sprite. 

ALL IS CALM. ALL IS BRIGHT.
Our smart home security systems protect your home and loved  
ones from intruders, carbon monoxide, fire, and other threats. 

888.264.6380 | heartlandss.com

HOME SECURITY • BUSINESS SECURITY 
AG MONITORING • MEDICAL ALERTS

Buff alo Chicken Dip by Lesley Christoff er, Okabena
2 - 12 oz. cans chicken breast  ¾ c. buff alo Sweet Baby Ray’s sauce
1 c. ranch dressing   2 c. Mexican shredded cheese
8 oz. container whipped cream cheese
Mix all together. Serve with tortilla chips, scoops, crackers or veggies.  
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Offi  cial monthly newsletter pub lished 
77100 US Hwy 71, PO Box 69 

Jackson, MN 56143-0069
E-mail: info@federatedrea.coop

Website: http://www.federatedrea.coop
Facebook.com/Federated

Phone: 847-3520 or 1-800-321-3520
Offi  ce hours: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Fri day 

Scott Reimer, General Man ag er

David A. Hansen, President — 847-3530
David Meschke, Vice President — 238-1122

Darvin  Voss, Secretary/Treasurer — 662-6679
Bruce Brockmann — 399-3487 

Glenn Dicks — 840-1075
Jon Saxen — 236-7027

Scott Thiesse — 399-6427

The Board of Directors generally meets the last 
busi ness day of the month at 8 a.m. at the Jack-
 son offi  ce. Reg u lar board meetings are open to 
the mem ber ship. Mem bers in ter est ed in dis cuss ing 
busi ness items should con tact the gen er al man-
 ag er or president three days be fore the meet ing.

Scott Reimer

Manager’s Message
Refl ecting on Federated’s 2021’s highlights

As we close on the end of 2021, we have to 
ask, where has the time gone? It seems like the  
year fl ew by. Let me mention a few highlights.
Rate increase occurred January 1, 2021

January 1, 2021, we implemented a rate 
increase, which was the fi rst since 2012. Our 
goal was to achieve a margin, which would 
keep us aff ordable, while allowing us to perform 
the work necessary to keep our services safe, 

reliable and maintaining our fl agship customer service. 
For the most part we have succeeded; however, we are watching fi nancials 

very closely. There is usually a time of the year (mainly July,  August and 
September) where peak demands creep up due to the summer cooling 
loads. This forced us to take a closer look. We will report to the board 
on all of this with the year-end fi nancials. This will yield the fi nal result of 
how the year went. Yet, I can now say your co-op is in great shape and 
we aim to keep it that way.
Coal Creek power plant sale closes in 2022

One major announcement that was made earlier this year is that Great 
River Energy (GRE) decided to close the Coal Creek Station (CCS) in 
North Dakota. Coal Creek provided about 1,100 megawatts of baseload 
generation to cooperatives in Minnesota. While that deal is not completed, 
it will likely occur during the fi rst quarter of 2022. Details and Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission approvals are still being worked out. 
Wholesale power rates overall look to hold steady

Regarding the wholesale rate outlook for 2022, we see L&O/Basin 
holding steady; our GRE rate will increase slightly, as we move from a 
baseload supply from Coal Creek to a mixture of small wind, natural gas 
and peakers. The bulk of our supply once CCS retires will transition to 
L&O/Basin. That supply is a combination of baseload coal, wind, solar 
and some natural gas. Our hydropower allocation will stay steady due 
to the well-timed rains this fall adding reservoir capacity. This summer 
it looked like a drought adder would be implemented to cover revenue 
shortfalls and market purchases until the rains came this fall. Finally, 
our Alliant contract will see minimal adjustments, but nothing signifi cant. 
Transmission line increases projected in New Year

The biggest increases we will see is from our transmission providers GRE 
and ITC. Both are always planning for growth and system resiliency, as 
well as signifi cant additions to allow for the new wind and solar resources. 
There is a group called Grid North Partners, which is a broad mix of 10 
investor-owned and not-for-profi t cooperative and municipal utilities. They 
are working together to ensure continued safe, reliable and aff ordable 
electric service. They all serve loads in the Upper Midwest, owning and 
operating transmission lines throughout our service territories. You can see 
the CapX2050 Transmission Vision Report (www.gridnorthpartners.com).

2022 Work Plan looks similar to this year
For 2022 our workplan will be similar 

to 2021 without any Federal Emergency 
Management Agency  mitigation projects. The 
work plan will continue with pole changeouts, 
line rebuilds, substation enhancements, 
as well as a good portion of underground 
replacements. One of the major projects 
includes the new substation in Sherburn, 
along with the primary voltage conversion to 
match up with the rest of our system.  

Unfortunately, we must take note of the 
supply chain issues that are aff ecting all 
of us. Most, if not all of our materials, have 
seen price increases, along with never-
before-seen extremely long lead times on 
major components. We are currently placing 
orders that we will not see until 2023. We are 
positioning to have what we need when we 
need it. The budget planning will begin shortly 
and with our fi ve-year capital improvement 
plan and a fresh fi nancial forecast serves as 
the bookends for 2022.
Broadband grants needed for build out

Finally, as we get ready to close out 2021, 
we continue our eff orts to get high-speed 
broadband to all of our members with the 
goal of meeting their individual needs. Several 
grant programs are in the queue and we are 
hopeful that one or two will materialize so we 
can achieve our goal and start a build out.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


